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Administrative Information

Provenance: This collection was part of the then-independent Missionary Research
Library prior to its closure in 1976, when its records were accessioned to
the Burke Library. Portions of the present collection were copied from MRL
Pamphlets in 2009.

Access: Archival papers are available to registered readers for consultation by
appointment only. Please contact archives staff by email to
burkearchives@library.columbia.edu, or by postal mail to The Burke Library
address on page 1, as far in advance as possible
Burke Library staff is available for inquiries or to request a consultation on
archival or special collections research.

Access Restrictions: The originals in Series 2 are fragile and thus [RESINRIGIED to readers. The
surrogate copies in Series 1 are unrestricted.

Preferred Citation: Item description, MRL 6: Phonetic Promotion Committee Records, series #,
box #, and folder #, The Burke Library at Union Theological Seminary,
Columbia University in the City of New York.

History

In 1912 the minister of Education Cai Yuanpei Z&¢fi organized a conference in Beijing to
establish a national language (guoyu EzZ). The conference selected a system of phonetic
symbols, called zhuyin zimu ;33 5}, to represent the standard pronunciations of the
characters. This was necessary because while many Chinese characters have phonetic
components and their historical pronunciation can be determined to some extent, numerous
versions of the spoken language existed and continue to exist today.

In 1918 the China Continuation Committee (CCC) appointed a committee to address the
problem of finding a simplified system of writing Chinese. At a conference in September 1918
the committee decided to support the use of the zhuyin zimu system. The CCC appointed a new
committee, the Phonetic Promotion Committee, to promote the use of this system. Sidney
George Peill served as its first chairperson, and Susan Jane Garland, an Australian missionary
of the China Inland Mission, served as executive secretary for the first three years. Garland had
been responsible for creating the first nationally-adopted system of Chinese Braille in 1913. The
main aim of promoting the phonetic script was to enable all Chinese Christians to read the bible
in their own language.

The projects undertaken by the committee included the preparation of teaching materials,
researching teaching methods, working toward a standard system of spelling, preparing type
and typographical arrangements for printing the symbols, publicizing the system and publishing
the Christian scriptures in phonetic script. The committee published a full translation of the New
Testament in phonetic characters and at least six books of the Old Testament. Funding for their
operations came mostly from the Milton Stewart Evangelistic Fund. This fund had been
established in 1917 and supported a number of conservative missionary projects, many of them
in China.

In 1923 the committee had its first meeting with the National Christian Council of China, the
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successor organization to the Continuation Committee. It was decided that the committee would
continue its close relationship with the new council. At this time the committee was chaired by S.
Peter Chuan, and its secretary was Rev. E.G. Tewksbury. Rev. C.Y. Cheng and Rev. E.C.
Lobenstine had been involved with the committee as well.

The committee’s name was translated into Chinese as Jidujiao tichang zhuyin zimu weiyuanhui
EEBREIEFIERY.

Collection Scope and Content Note

This collection appears to have been assembled by MRL staff. Because of its physical state, in
2009 the entire collection was copied on to acid-free paper. Related documents from MRL
Pamphlets were copied and the copies incorporated into the collection. Folders marked [MRLP]
are photocopies of material originally from the MRL Pamphlets collection. Unless otherwise
noted, the material can be found in folder 547 of that collection.

e Series 1: Acid-free Surrogate Copies, 1919-1930 (2 boxes, 0.75 linear ft.)

This series contains the accessible copies of archival documents and materials from the
MRL Pamphlet collections. The newspaper issue reproduced in Series 1, Box 1, Folder 5
shares its Chinese name (Guoyu ribao [:E H #?) with a well-known and widely-circulated
periodical in Taiwan, but has no relation to that later publication. This newspaper, China
National News, was published in Shanghai between 1920 and 1922, and was founded by
Wang Béqgian T-{#:#. An article related to the committee’s history has been reproduced
in Series 1, Box 2 Folder 7. This is additional reference material and did not form part of
the original MRL archival collection.

e Series 2: Originals RESIMIGISE. 1919-1930 (2 boxes, 2 tube boxes, 3.75 linear ft.)
Series 2 consists of the restricted original documents which formed part of the collection
but cannot be handled because of their fragility. Digital images of all the restricted posters
from boxes 3 and 4 OS may be found in Series 1, Box 2 folder 9.

Processing

Metal clips and staples were removed from materials and folded items were flattened. Materials
were placed in new acid-free folders and boxes. Acidic items were separated from one another
by interleaving with acid-free paper as needed. Any items in an advanced state of deterioration
were placed in Mylar envelopes. All items were photocopied on to acid-free paper.

In 2014, the collection and finding aid were updated as part of the Henry Luce Foundation grant.

Further Sources

The Burke Library contains other collections such as the China Continuation Committee
Records that may be of interest to researchers. For more information, please see the Burke
Archives website: http:/library.columbia.edu/locations/burke/archives.html.
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